HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN ?
between 5 and 50 acres 212,385 and between 50 and
300 acres 152,041, and above 300 acres 14,441.
Agriculture has never been, and is not to-day,
regarded in Great Britain as a very desirable occu-
pation, and it is not the most intelligent youths who
stay on the land to follow in their fathers5 footsteps.
Agriculture in Great Britain is regarded purely from
the standpoint of its profitability as a source of income,
just as it was in Germany up to 1933, and it evokes no
feelings of idealism or of love for the land for its own
sake. Thus the productive capacity of the diminished
number of farmers has also considerably decreased.
Productive capacity has not been maintained, and
to-day obsolete and uneconomic methods of working
can still be widely met with in the rural areas, and
the reason is often neglect and lack of interest. As
early as 1911 the well-known author Rider Haggard
complained about the " alarming thick-headedness "
of the British farmer.
Before the war only about 12 per cent, of Great
Britain's farmers owned the farms they worked;
the remainder were tenants on the property of rich
landowners. Under existing conditions that was an
advantage for British agriculture, and the fact that
after the war, when for a short time the situation of
British agriculture was favourable, many ex-soldiers
sought a living on the land and many small farms
became the property of those who worked them proved
to be a disadvantage. It meant, namely, that in
future they were directly hit by every deterioration
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